INTRODUCTION
That which constitutes a sexual offence is defined by the norms of society. Although these norms may change in some minor respects and although sexuality is surrounded by ignorance, guilt, inhibition and taboo, transgression is (4) . The first attempts to alter sexual drive by means of drugs occured more than 40 years ago. Oestrogen preparations were used but the side-effects of this treatment, including severe nausea, irreversible gynaecomastia, testicular atrophy, the risks of osteoporosis and thromboembolic disease, could not be justified (5) . Subsequently interest focused on the use of psychotropic drugs. In 1974 a double blind trial of two of these preparations was conducted and showed that no clinically useful reduction in sexual behaviour was obtained (6 
